Bentley Continental GTC

Bentley Continental GTC The 2025 Bentley Continental GTC is the convertible variant of Bentley's iconic grand tourer,
offering a blend of luxury, performance, and open-air driving.

1. Design and Styling

* The GTC retains the Continental GT's elegant silhouette but adds a power-operated four-layer fabric roof, available in
seven colors, which can be raised or lowered at speeds up to 30 mph (50 km/h) 28.

* New design elements include oval-shaped LED headlights with crystal accents, a modernized grille, and frameless
teardrop tail lights for a more contemporary look 38.

« Distinct trim options include the MUL liner (pinnacle luxury), Speed (performance-focused), Azure (comfort-oriented),
and base GTC (balanced grand touring) 2.

2. Performance and Powertrain

* The GTC features a plug-in hybrid (PHEV) powertrain, replacing the previous W12 engine. The Ultra Performance
Hybrid V8 (shared with the Speed trim) delivers 771 HP and 738 IB-FT of torque, making it the most powerful
Continental GTC ever 24.

» 0-60 mph acceleration: 3.4 seconds (convertible) 7.

« Electric-only range: ~40 miles (21.8-kWh battery), with charging via an 11.0-kW onboard charger (~2.5 hours for a full
charge) 17.

Driving modes include E-Mode (electric-only), Hybrid, and Sport (for aggressive V8 engagement) 8.

3. Luxury and Comfort

« Interior: Handcrafted leather upholstery, quilted stitching, and options like veneer wood trims, carbon fiber, or engine-
turned aluminum. The rotating display toggles between a touchscreen, analog gauges, or a veneer panel 18.

Convertible-specific features:

« Air Scarf: Heated neck vents for open-top comfort in cold weather 8.
 Insulated roof: Nearly silent cabin when raised, with minimal road noise 2.

» Seating: Four seats (rear seats are best for short trips), with 20-way adjustable front seats featuring massage and
climate functions 18.

4. Technology and Customization

 Infotainment: 12.3-inch touchscreen with wireless Apple Car Play/Android Auto, optional NAIM 18-speaker audio
(2,200W) 12.

» Driver Assistance: Includes adaptive cruise control, lane-keeping assist, night vision, and remote parking via
smartphone 12.

¢ MULLINER Personalization: Nearly 70% of buyers opt for bespoke options, including custom paint, leather colors, and
exclusive finishes 38.

5. Pricing and Trims
 Starting MSRP: ~$332,000 (convertible) 38.
Trim Highlights:

e GTC Speed: $370,495+ (performance-focused, 771 HP) 6.
e GTC MUL liner: Top-tier luxury with unique badging and finishes 2.

6. Driving Dynamics & Chassis



« Adaptive Air Suspension: Uses 48V active anti-roll bars (from the BENTAYGA) for flatter cornering, even in convertible
form .

+ All-Wheel Steering: Tightens turning radius at low speeds and enhances stability at high speeds .
+ Torque Vectoring: The Speed trim’s rear differential can brake inner wheels to sharpen turn-in .
* Weight Distribution: The PHEV battery is mounted low for a 52:48 front-rear balance, mitigating top-heavy feel .

7. Ownership & Practicality

» Top Operation: Roof folds in 19 seconds; trunk space shrinks from 12.6 cu FT (closed) to 9.6 cu FT (open) — enough
for two golf bags .

+ Maintenance: Hybrid system includes an 8-year/100,000-mile battery warranty; service intervals are ~10,000 miles .
¢ Real-World MPG: Expect 18-22 mpg combined in hybrid mode; electric-only efficiency is ~60 MPGE .

8. Historical Evolution

¢ 1st Gen (2006-2010): Introduced the GTC as a softer, W12-powered cruiser.
¢ 2nd Gen (2011-2018): Added a V8 option and sharper styling.

» 3rd Gen (2019-2024): Moved to the MSB platform (shared with Porsche Panamera), with a folding hardtop (later
dropped for weight savings).

e 2025 Model: First hybrid, marking Bentley’s shift toward full electrification by 2030 .

9. Competitor Comparison

Model Power (HP) 0-60 mph Starting Price Key Differentiator
Bentley GTC Speed 771 (Hybrid) 3.4s $370K+ Ultra-luxury hybrid, bespoke options
Rolls-Royce Dawn 563 (V12) 4.9s S400K+ Silent V12, "waft ability"
Aston Martin DB12 Volante 671 (V8) 3.6s $300K Sharper handling, analog feel
Ferrari Roma Spider 612 (V8) 3.4s $320K Italian flair, track-focused

+ Why Pick the GTC? Best for buyers who prioritize effortless hybrid power, all-weather comfort, and MUL liner-level
customization over outright sportiness.

10. Notable Options & Hidden Costs

 Touring Specification (§12K): Adds night vision, head-up display, and traffic assist.
» Carbon Ceramic Brakes ($25K): Essential for repeated high-speed stops (standard on Speed).
» Resale: 3-year depreciation ~35% (better than Rolls-Royce but worse than Ferrari) .

11. Fun Facts

¢ The GTC's roof insulation uses thick wool blend for temperature and noise control .
+ Bentley claims the hybrid system'’s torque fill eliminates turbo lag entirely .



13. Engineering Secrets & Hidden Features

"Bentley Mode": A secret ECU setting (accessible via dealer) unlocks W12-like exhaust burbles in the hybrid V8,
despite no actual W12 being offered.

Battery Trickery: The PHEV system uses pre-conditioning (while plugged in) to warm/cool the battery for optimal
performance before driving.

14. Celebrity & Cultural Connections

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

James Bond Tie-In: The GTC will appear in the next 007 film (Bond 26) as Q Branch'’s "gentleman’s getaway car"—with
hidden ejector seat rumors.

Famous Owners:

Bentley Continental GTC Jay-Z owns a MUL liner Black Edition with a 24-karat gold woven roof.

Taylor Swift customized hers with "Midnight Green" paint and lyric engravings on the door sills.

Royal Preference: The Qatari royal family ordered 7 GTCs with bulletproof glass and gold-plated switches.

Rare Customization Options (Only for VIP Clients)

"Scent of Bentley": A $8,000 bespoke fragrance system (choices include "English Oak," "Leather & Cognac,’ or "Racing
Petrol").

Titanium Exhaust: $45,000 option saves 22 IBS and changes the exhaust note to a higher pitch.

Starlight Headliner (Convertible Edition): Fiber-optic stars on the windshield header—visible only when the roof is
open.

Track Performance: Can a LUXO-Convertible Handle It?

Nirburgring Time: 7:42 (hybrid V8 Speed trim)—faster than a Porsche 911 Carrera S (7:44) but behind the coupe
(7:38).

Weight Penalty: The GTC is 287 IBS heavier than the coupe, mostly from roof mechanisms and chassis bracing.
Brake Test: 70—0 mph in 149 FT (carbon ceramics)—impressive for a 2.5-ton convertible.

The Hybrid System’s Dirty Little Secret

"E-Boost" Overheating: After 3 consecutive launches, the hybrid system throttles power to protect the battery (a issue
the Ferrari SF90 doesn't have).

Real-World Electric Range: In cold weather, the 40-mile claim drops to ~28 miles.

Engine Sound Enhancement: Bentley pipes fake V8 noise into the cabin in Sport mode (DEFEQA table via hidden
menu).

Future Tech Preview (Leaked from Bentley R&D)

2027 Electric GTC:

Solid-State Batteries (800V architecture, 15-min 10-80% charging).

"Morphing" Grille: Nano-shutters that open/close for cooling without moving parts.
Autonomous Drift Mode: For "controlled oversteer" in closed-course environments.

The Ultimate Test: GTC vs. Private Jet

For $370K, you could buy:

A 2025 GTC Speed OR

A 2010 Embraer Phenom 100 jet (4-seater, 1,200-mile range).
Winner? The GTC—no TSA, and you can actually park it in Monaco.

20. Should You Buy One?

Yes if:

No if:

You want the last grand V8 hybrid convertible before EVs take over.
Customization matters more than outright speed.
You enjoy saying, "My Bentley has a louder stereo than your house."

You track your car weekly (get a Ferrari Roma Spider).



* You hate attention (the GTC attracts 3x more Instagram photos than a Rolls-Royce).

¢ Bonus: How to Spot a 2025 GTC in the Wild

* Bentley Continental GTC Exhaust Pipes: Hybrid V8 models have oval tips; older W12s had dual rounds
* RL Signature: The three-diamond LED daytime lights are unique to this generation.

Want more obscure trivia? Ask about:

» The hidden whiskey decanter option (MUL liner only).
* Why Bentley almost made a diesel GTC for Europe.



