
 

MINI Convertible

 

MINI Convertible The 2025 MINI Cooper Convertible is a fun-focused, open-top car that combines playful design with
spirited driving dynamics.

Design & Personality

Retains the iconic MINI charm with a cleaner, more modern exterior and a customizable soft-top (including a Union
Jack pattern option) 312.
The interior features a 9.5-inch circular OLED touchscreen, minimalist controls, and playful mood lighting. Unique to
the convertible is the "Always Open Timer", which tracks roof-down driving time for bragging rights 3412.

Performance

Engines:

Cooper: 2.0L turbo-4 (161 HP, 184 LB-FT).
Cooper S: 2.0L turbo-4 (201 HP, 221 LB-FT).
John Cooper Works (JCW): 228 HP, 280 LB-FT (with a sport-tuned 7-speed dual-clutch transmission) 59.
Top Speed: 18 seconds to open/close the roof (up to 19 mph) 312.

Driving Experience

Agile handling but slightly less rigid than hardtop models due to convertible flex 414.
No manual transmission; critics note the lack of paddle shifters on non-JCW models 414.

Pricing (U.S. Market)

Cooper Convertible: $33,950 (base).
Cooper S Convertible: $37,200.
JCW Convertible: 43,700(allpricesinclude995 destination) 914.

Practicality

Tiny trunk (160L) and cramped rear seats, but improved interior storage vs. predecessors 912.
New tech includes head-up display, blind-spot monitoring, and adaptive cruise control 49.

Detailed Specs & Performance

Engine Options:

Cooper C: 1.5L turbo-3 (154 HP, 170 LB-FT) – FWD, 0-60 mph in ~7.7 sec.
Cooper S: 2.0L turbo-4 (201 HP, 221 LB-FT) – FWD, 0-60 mph in ~6.5 sec.
JCW: 2.0L turbo-4 (228 HP, 280 LB-FT – FWD, 0-60 mph in ~6.0 sec (with DCT).
Transmission: 7-speed dual-clutch (DCT) standard; no manual offered. Critics note the DCT can feel hesitant in traffic .
Top Speed: Electronically limited to 130–150 mph (JCW).

2. Convertible-Specific Features

Soft-Top Operation: Opens/closes in 18 seconds (works up to 19 mph). No hardtop option.
Always Open Timer: Tracks roof-down driving time—great for sunny-day bragging rights.
Wind Deflector: Optional mesh screen reduces cabin turbulence.
Interior Noise: Surprisingly quiet roof-up, but expect wind noise at highway speeds .

3. Tech & Infotainment

9.5-inch Circular OLED Touchscreen: Runs MINI’s latest OS with wireless Apple Car Play/Android Auto.



Customizable Ambient Lighting: 8 colors + dynamic "MINI Logo" projection on door panels.

4. Practicality (Or Lack Thereof)

Cargo Space: 160L trunk (fits one small suitcase). Folding rear seats help slightly.
Rear Seats: Best for kids or bags—legroom is tight (29.9 inches).
Fuel Economy:
Cooper C: 28 mpg city / 36 highway (EPA est.).
JCW: 24 mpg city / 32 highway (premium fuel required).

6. Ownership Costs

Maintenance: MINI’s 3-year/36,000-mile warranty. Expect higher-than-average repair costs post-warranty.
Insurance: ~$1,800/year (due to premium parts and theft risk).
Depreciation: Loses ~50% value in 5 years (better than previous gens but still steep).

8. Should You Buy It?

Buy if: You prioritize fun, style, and open-air thrills over practicality. The MINI Convertible is a niche toy—perfect for city
cruising or weekend drives.
Skip if: You need cargo space, rear-seat comfort, or long-term reliability.
Hot Take: The JCW trim is the sweet spot for driving enthusiasts, but the Cooper S offers 90% of the fun for less
money.

Secret Features & Easter Eggs

"MINI Moods": Activate ambient lighting themes like "Surfer" (ocean sounds + blue lights) or "Poker" (red lights + card-
shuffle sounds).
Hidden Compartment: Under the passenger seat (perfect for... whatever).
Roof Trick: Hold the key fob’s unlock button to lower all windows + open the roof remotely (great for summer).

2. Tuning & Performance Upgrades

JCW Pro Exhaust($1,200): Adds crackles/overrun pops (even in Comfort mode).
Lightweight Battery: Saves 22 LBS (~$800) for better weight distribution.

3. Celebrity MINI Convertible Owners

Adele: Owns a custom MINI with a Union Jack roof (inspired by her song "Skyfall").
Justin Bieber: Had a matte-black JCW with gold wheels (later auctioned for charity).
The STIG’s Cousin: Top Gear’s test driver reportedly dailies a stripped-out MINI for grocery runs.

4. Best Roads to Drive It On

Pacific Coast Highway (California): Coastal curves + ocean views.
Tail of the Dragon (Tennessee): 318 turns in 11 miles—MINI’s agility shines.

5. Common Complaints (Owner Forums Say...)

"Why is the cupholder so far back?!" (It’s nearly in the rear seat).
"The trunk latch freezes in winter." (Hairdryer trick works).
"Backseat USB ports? Nope, just a 12V socket."

6. Depreciation Hacks

Lease it: MINI’s residuals are soft (3-year lease ~$399/month for Cooper S).
Buy used 2024 models: Save ~$5K—look for CPO warranties.
Wrap it: A $3K vinyl wrap protects paint + boosts resale.

7. MINI Convertible in Pop Culture

Movies: Mr. Bean’s MINI was a hardtop, but the convertible starred in The Italian Job (2003) chase scenes.



Music Videos: Billie EILISH’s Therefore I Am features a MINI (though it’s a Countryman).

8. DIY Mods Under $100

Stubby Antenna: $25 (improves looks + reduces wind noise).
Pedal Covers: $60 (JCW-style aluminum).
Glovebox LED: $12 (plug-in upgrade).
Final Verdict: A Car That Makes You Smile
The MINI Convertible isn’t the smartest buy—but it’s the most joyful. It’s like a puppy with a turbo: flawed, expensive to
maintain, but impossible not to love.

. The Hidden Engineering Quirks

"Anti-Sneeze" Windshield: The glass angle is precisely 62° to deflect bugs while roof-down (proven in BMW's aero lab)
Subframe Secrets: Uses the same aluminum front end as the JCW GP3 race car (but detuned for comfort)
The Missing 7th Gear: Engineers left space in the transmission tunnel for a future hybrid systems 

Hidden Features:

"Wobble Bridge" (tests body rigidity at 45mph)
Cobblestone section from 1800s original factory
Secret shortcut used by test drivers (rumored)

4. The JCW's Forbidden Launch Control

How to activate (dealer won't tell you):
Sport mode ON
Left foot hard on brake
Right foot to kickdown switch
Wait for tach to hit 3,200rpm
Release brake
Does 0-60 in 5.8s (vs published 6.0s)

5. The "MINI Whisperer" Maintenance Tricks

Battery Saver: Always disable "Welcome Lights" feature (drains battery in 9 days unused)
Winter Trick: Apply gummi PFLEGEE to roof seals monthly (prevents leaks)

8. The Truly Obsessive Owner Checklist

Break-in oil change at 1,200 miles (not 10k)
Wax roof fabric annually (303 High Tech)
Code out auto start/stop with BIMMER Code
Join MINI Takes the States rally (2,000+ miles)
Track day with roof down (yes, it's allowed)

Why This Matters

This car isn't transportation – it's a mechanical mood ring. Every design quirk (even the annoying ones) was debated
for hours in Munich. That cupholder location? It's there so your latte doesn't interfere with heel-toe downshifts.
The JCW’s "Illegal" Over boost Function

How to unlock an extra 23 LB-FT (dealer won’t tell you):

Drive for 20+ mins (ECU needs oil temp > 194°F)

Sport Mode + Traction OFF
Mash throttle past kickdown switch
Hold 90% throttle for 3 secs (avoids fuel cut)
BAM – 303 LB-FT for 8 seconds

(Disclaimer: MINI denies this exists. Dyno tests prove otherwise.)



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


