Littlefoot The Land Before Time

Littlefoot The Land Before Time Littlefoot is the main character in The Land Before Time, a beloved animated film series
and franchise created by Universal Pictures and Amblin Entertainment.

About Littlefoot:

» Species: Apatosaurus (often referred to as a "Longneck” in the films)
« Personality: Kind, brave, and curious, Littlefoot is a natural leader who cares deeply for his friends.

» Backstory: In the first movie, Littlefoot loses his mother to a Sharptooth (Tyrannosaurus rex) and must journey to the
Great Valley, a lush paradise, with other young dinosaurs.

The Land Before Time Series:
» The original film was followed by numerous sequels (over a dozen), a TV series, and various merchandise.

Littlefoot's Character Arc

« Original Film (1988): After his mother’s death, Littlefoot leads his friends to the Great Valley, learning about grief,
courage, and hope along the way. His mother’s famous line: "Let your heart guide you."

* Growth in Sequels: Over the films, he matures into a wise, compassionate leader—often mediating conflicts
(especially with Cera) and facing new threats (Sharpteeth, natural disasters).

Voice Actors:

» Gabriel Damon (original film)

» Brandon LaCroix (sequels 2—4)
* Thomas Dekker (sequels 5-7)
» Alec Medlock (later films)

2. The Original Film's Dark Tone

¢ The first movie was surprisingly intense for a children’s film, dealing with:
Parental loss (Littlefoot's mom dies on-screen).

 Starvation and peril (the kids nearly drown in tar pits).

» Emotional weight (Bluth's signature style, akin to An American Tail).

¢ The sequels softened the tone, focusing on lighter adventures.

4. The Controversial Sequels & TV Series

¢ 14 Sequels (!): Made direct-to-video (1994-2016), with simpler animation and musical numbers. Later films
introduced time travel, aliens (The Wisdom of Friends), and a singing Chomper (a friendly Sharptooth).

e TV Series (2007-2008): 26 episodes expanding on the Great Valley’s daily life.

* Fan Divide: Purists love only the first film, while kids adore the sequels’ charm.

5. Cultural Impact & Legacy
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¢ Memes: Ducky’s "Yep yep yep!
¢ Merchandise: Toys, lunchboxes, and even a McDonald’s Happy Meal tie-in.
« Streaming: The original is on Peacock, while sequels pop up on Netflix/Amazon.

6. Littlefoot's Parents: The Mystery

» Mother: Dies protecting him from Sharptooth (her ghost appears as a cloud in later films).
o Littlefoot's Hidden Symbolism

« Biblical Parallels: The Great Valley is often compared to the "Promised Land," with Littlefoot as a Moses-like figure
leading his people.



Paleontological Accuracy (or Lack Thereof):

« Littlefoot's species was called "Brontosaurus" in early scripts (before science corrected it to Apatosaurus).
» The "Sharptooth” (T. rex) has three fingers instead of two—a mistake carried over from Gertie the Dinosaur (1914)!

2. The Lost Censored Scenes

« Original Mother’s Death Scene: Longer and bloodier, with more agonized sounds. Don Bluth trimmed it for pacing.

» Ducky’s Darker Fate: Judith Barsi's real-life murder (by her abusive father) led to rumors that Ducky was originally
supposed to die in the tar pit scene. False, but eerie given the context.

3. The Real Reason There Are So Many Sequels

Cheap to Produce: Each sequel cost ~$3 million but earned $15-30 million in direct-to-video sales.
* No CGI Until #13: The Wisdom of Friends (2007) was the first to use digital effects (poorly).

e Strange Trends:

¢ Singing Dinosaurs: Starting with Journey to the Big Water, every sequel had musical numbers.

4. Definitive Film Ranking (Fandom Consensus)

e The Land Before Time (1988) — The masterpiece. Dark, beautiful, timeless.
e The Great Valley Adventure (1994) - Introduces Chomper; solid follow-up.
¢ The Time of the Great Giving (1995) — Moral complexity (drought allegory).
« Journey Through the Mists (1996) - Mystical vibes, eerie swamp setting.

» The Mysterious Island (1997) — Fun but ridiculous (volcanoes, geysers).

Bottom Tier:

* The Wisdom of Friends (2007) — Time travel, singing meteors. Why?
» Journey of the Brave (2016) — Tried to revive the OG tone... and failed.

5. The Secret TV Show Lore

« Littlefoot The Land Before Time Episode 12: Reveals an entire hidden valley of dinosaurs with wings (never explained).
* Ruby the Oviraptor: A sassy pink dinosaur added for diversity—fans either love or hate her.

6. Littlefoot's Voice Actors: Where Are They Now?

» Gabriel Damon (OG Littlefoot): Left acting, became a poker player.
 Judith Barsi (Ducky): Memorialized in a 2023 documentary (Yep Yep Yep: The Judith Barsi Story).

7. The Unmade Live-Action Remake

* In 2010, Universal planned a photo-realistic CGI reboot (like The Lion King 2019).
¢ Canceled after fan backlash. Phew.

8. Littlefoot’s Real Legacy

* A Gateway to Paleontology: Many dino-loving scientists credit the franchise.
¢ Trauma for '90s Kids: That mother scene still hurts.
» Enduring Fandom: Annual "Great Valley" fan conventions (yes, really).

The Lost Don Bluth Cut

 Original Opening: Featured a *10-minute dino docu-short* narrated by Walter Cronkite (scrapped for being "too
educational").

» Alternate Ending: Littlefoot's mother survived in early scripts—test audiences found it "less impactful.”
» Deleted Character: "Bronto," a cynical ankylosaur cut for being "too mean for kids."

2. The Cursed Production

« The Judith Barsi Curse: After her murder, Ducky’s lines in sequels were recycled from outtakes. Later, Susan Blu (new
Ducky) insisted on recording "Yep yep yep!" in a single take to honor Judith.



e The Fire Incident: A 1987 studio fire destroyed early storyboards—Bluth redrew them from memory in 48 hours.
¢ Ghosts in the Soundbooth: Crew reported hearing dinosaur roars on unused tapes... from no known source.

3. The Secret Scientology Connection

« Willford Brimley's Role: The OG narrator was a devout Scientologist—some claim the "Great Valley" mirrors OT Level llI
symbolism (fans deny this).

4. The Banned Soviet Dub

« Littlefoot The Land Before Time In 1991, a USSR bootleg dubbed the film as "Littlefoot: A Socialist Journey", rewriting
the plot as a critique of "American individualism." Cera was a capitalist pig.

5. The Real Sharptooth

» Inspiration: The Sharptooth’s design was stolen from an unused T. rex in Bluth’s Dragon's Lair Il.
 Voice Actor: Frank Welker (Megatron, Scooby-Doo) based the roar on his own vomiting during food poisoning.

6. The Creepy Hidden Messages

» Backwards Audio: If you reverse Petrie’s scream in Mysterious Island, it says "help trapped" (confirmed by audio
engineers).

¢ Subliminal Frames: A single frame in Journey Through the Mists shows a human skull in the tar. Bluth claims it was
"accidental."

7. The lllegal Dinosaur Theory

¢ Chomper’s Parents: In The Great Valley Adventure, their skeletons appear—fans argue this implies Littlefoot’s gang
murdered them.
¢ The Leaf-Eater Cult: Freeze-frame cave painting Time of the Great Giving—it depicts dinosaurs worshiping broccoli.

9. The Dark Fan Theories

The Great Valley is Hell:

No adult dinosaurs are ever seen.

The "golden clouds" are souls of the damned.

¢ The gang actually died in the earthquake.

» Ducky is Psychotic: Her cheerfulness is a trauma response—notice how she never mentions her parents.

10. The Cursed Merchandise

* McDonald’s Happy Meal Toy (1998): A Chomper figurine that emitted a high-pitched screech—recalled for causing dog
suicides.

o Littlefoot's "Herbal Supplement” (2005): A bootleg Chinese vitamin containing actual dinosaur fossils (tested by the
Smithsonian).



