Alaska Salmon Fishing

Alaska Salmon Fishing Alaska is world-renowned for its incredible salmon fishing, offering anglers the chance to catch five
different species of Pacific salmon in pristine rivers, lakes, and coastal waters. Here's what you need to know:

Salmon Species in Alaska

» King (Chinook) Salmon - Largest and most prized (up to 50+ Ibs).

» Coho (Silver) Salmon - Aggressive and acrobatic, great for sport fishing.

» Pink (Humpy) Salmon - Abundant in even-numbered years, smaller but fun.
» Chum (Dog) Salmon - Strong fighters, often overlooked but great for sport.

Best Times to F

* Kings: May-July

» Sockeye: June-July (peak runs in Bristol Bay)
¢ Coho: July—September

» Pinks: Mid-July—August (even years)

¢ Chums: June—August

Top Fishing Locations

* Kenai River — Famous for giant Kings and Sockeye.

» Bristol Bay — World’s largest Sockeye runs.

¢ Kodiak Island — Great for Silvers and Pinks.

¢ Prince of Wales Island — Excellent saltwater and river fishing.
* Copper River — Known for early-run Kings and Sockeye.

Fishing Methods

 Fly Fishing — Effective for Sockeye and Coho.

» Spin Casting — Popular for Kings and Silvers.

¢ Drift Fishing — Common in rivers like the Kenai.
e Trolling — Used in saltwater and big lakes.

Regulations & Licensing

» Afishing license is required (available online).

¢ Some areas have slot limits or catch-and-release rules.

¢ Guided trips are recommended for beginners or remote areas.

e Tips for Success

¢ Alaska Salmon Fishing Book early—lodges and charters fill up fast.
 Bring rain gear and layered clothing (Alaska weather is unpredictable).
* Consider a fly-out trip for remote, untouched waters.

Advanced Techniques for Each Salmon Species

» King (Chinook) Salmon

» Best Method: Backtrolling with cured salmon eggs or large plugs (like Kwikfish).
» Bait: Fresh herring or roe clusters.

e Tackle: Heavy rods (8—10 wt fly rods or 20-30 Ib test line).

» Sockeye (Red) Salmon

» Best Method: Fly fishing with florescent red/pink flies (e.g., "Russian River Fly").
 Alternative: Drift fishing with a bead rig (mimicking salmon eggs).

» Key: They don't bite aggressively—focus on flossing (snagging) in clear rivers.

e Coho (Silver) Salmon

« Best Method: Casting spinners (Blue Fox, Vibrax) or streamer flies.



* Topwater Action: Poppers in estuaries during high tide.
e Gear: Medium spinning rods (8—12 Ib test) or 7-8 wt fly rods.

Pink & Chum Salmon

¢ Pinks: Love bright pink/orange jigs or small spoons.

» Chums: Fight hard—use heavy leaders (they have sharp teeth).

¢ Must-Have Gear Checklist

¢ Rods: 9-10 ft medium-heavy spinning or baitcasting rods for Kings; 7—-8 wt fly rods for Silvers/Sockeye.
* Reels: Smooth drag system (e.g., Shimano Stradic or Penn Battle).

 Line: Braided (20-30 Ib) for Kings; fluorocarbon leaders (12-20 Ib) for clear water.
e Lures/Flies:

* Kings: Spin-N-Glos, Kwikfish, egg-sucking leeches.

» Sockeye: Beads (6—10 mm), flesh flies.

¢ Coho: Clouser Minnows, Dolly Lamas.

» Waders: Breathable waders with felt soles (rubber soles banned in some rivers).

Other Essentials:

o Bearspray (Alaska rivers = bears!).

 Polarized sunglasses (to spot fish).

 Fish bonker/bleeding kit (for fresh catch).

¢ Hidden Gem Locations

» Naknek River (Bristol Bay): Less crowded than the Kenai, huge Sockeye runs.
e Yakutat Area: Epic Coho fishing in September.

» Togiak River (SW Alaska): Remote, massive Kings and Chums.

e Pro Tips for Success

» Fish the Tides: Coho stack up in estuaries on incoming tides.

» '"First Light" Magic: Dawn is prime time, especially for Kings.

¢ Color Matters:

* Alaska Salmon Fishing Murky water? Use chartreuse/glow lures.

Clear water? Go natural/silver.

¢ Boat vs. Bank Fishing:

» Boats let you cover more water (drift boats rule rivers).

* Bank anglers should focus on river bends and deep holes.
e Guided Trips vs. DIY

¢ Guided Trips Worth It For:

* Remote rivers (e.g., Kanektok, Alagnak).

« First-timers (guides know regulations/hotspots).
 Fly-out fishing (bush planes to untouched waters).

¢ DIY-Friendly Spots:

» Ship Creek (Anchorage): Urban King fishing!

» Russian River (Kenai Peninsula): Combat fishing but productive.

6. Processing Your Catch

* Bleed Immediately: Cut gills and ice for best meat quality.

¢ Fillet vs. Canning:

« Silvers/Kings = Great for grilling/smoking.

» Sockeye = Best for canning (rich oil content).

» Shipping Home: Use processors like Copper River Seafoods (vacuum-packed, frozen).

7. Unique Alaska Fishing Experiences

» Bristol Bay Fly Fishing: Wade among thousands of Sockeye.

« Kenai River Drift: Float past eagles and moose while chasing trophy Kings.

¢ Kodiak Island Combos: Salmon + halibut charters.

¢ The Art of Reading Water Where Salmon Hide

¢ Salmon don't randomly swim—they follow currents and rest in specific spots. Learn to "read" rivers like a guide:
 Tailouts: Shallow end of deep pools (feeding zones).

e Cut Banks: Deep undercut edges (Kings love these).

* Boulder Gardens: Oxygenated water attracts tired salmon.



Pro Trick: Look for "nervous water" (subtle surface disturbances) indicating fish movement.

Tide & Moon Secrets for Saltwater Salmon

Tides: Fish 2 hours before high tide in estuaries—Coho chase baitfish into rivers.
Moon Phases:

Full Moon: Kings feed aggressively at night (try glow lures).

New Moon: Best for daytime fishing (low light = more active fish).

The "Bait vs. No Bait" Debate

Bait Allowed? Use these lethal combos:

Roe Bags: Cure eggs with Pautzke's Fire Cure (red/orange for Sockeye).
Herring Strip Rigs: Spin-n-glo + herring for Kings.

No Bait? (Fly/Artificial Only Zones):

Beads: Mimic eggs (size 8—14 mm, pegged 1" above hook).

Flesh Flies: For late-season "chewed up" salmon.

Unexpected Hotspots Most Anglers Miss

Roadside Creeks:

Bird Creek (Turnagain Arm): Silvers in August.

Montana Creek (Near Talkeetna): Pinks on light tackle.

Glacial Rivers: Try Placer River (near Seward) for chrome-bright Cohos.
Advanced Fly Fishing Tactics

Swinging for Silvers: Use Spey rods with intruder flies (green/blue).
Skating Dry Flies: Late-summer Cohos explode on gurglers at dusk.
Euro Nymphing: Dead-drift egg patterns under indicators for Sockeye.
The Bear Factor: Fishing in Grizzly Country

Carry Bear Spray (not just for show—practice unclipping it fast).

Fish with a Buddy (bears avoid groups).

Avoid Fishing at Dusk (prime bear activity time).

Local's Gear Hacks

$1 Store Finds: Pink pompoms (Pink salmon killers).

Duct Tape: Wrap rod handles for grip in rain.

Ziploc Bags: Store phone, license, and matches (waterproof hack).
When to Walk Away

"Dead Drift" Rule: If your drift isn't natural, reposition.

Fish Too Deep? Add split shot 1 foot above hook.

No Bites in 30 mins? Switch colors or sizes (salmon are picky).
The "Unwritten Rules" of Alaska Fishing

Respect the Fish: Keep only what you'll eat (Alaskans hate waste).
Pack Out Trash: Even monofilament—it kills wildlife.

Share Intel: Locals appreciate politeness—ask, don't demand spots.

The Last Frontier's Best-Kept Secret

"Doubleheaders" (hooking 2 salmon at once) happen with pink/silver combos in August. Use a dropper rig (fly +
spoon) for chaos!

The "Dirty" Secrets of Salmon Behavior
Kings (Chinook) are lazy: They hug the bottom in deep slots. Drag your lure slow enough to annoy them into biting.

Sockeye are robots: They don't eat in rivers—you're flossing (snagging) them legally. Time your drift so the hook taps
their mouth.

Cohos are psychopaths: They'll chase a fast-retrieved spinner even when they’re not feeding. Burn that lure like you're
being paid to.

Pinks are dumb as rocks: Throw anything pink and shiny. They'll hit it twice just to make sure.






